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quarrels and complaints, intreating their friends and allies. So as the Athenians had no wars at all, for anie other matters wherewith they were burdened, if they would have graunted to haue reuoked the decree they had made against the* Megarians. Whereupon, Pericles, that aboue all other stood most against the reuocation of that decree, and that did stir vp the people, and made them stand to that they had once decreed, and ordered against the Megarians : was thought the originall cause and author of the Pelopon-nesian warres. For it is said that the Lacedsemonians sent ambassadors vnto Athens for that matter only. And when Pericles alledged a law that did forbid them to take away the table whereupon before time had bene written any common law or edict: Poliar-ces, one of the Lacedsemon ambassadors said vnto him: Well, said he, take it not away then, but turne the table onely: your law I am sure forbiddeth not that This was pleasantly spoken of the ambassa-dour, but Pericles could neuer be brought to it for all that. And therefore it seemeth he had had some secret occasion of grudge against the Megarians: yet as one that would finely conuey it vnder the common cause and cloke, he tooke from them the holy lands they were breaking vp. And to bring this to passe, he made an order, that they should send an herauld to summon the Megarians to let the land alone, and that the same herauld should go also vnto the Lacedsemonians to accuse the Megarians vnto them. It is true that this ordinance was made by Pericles meanes, as also it was most iust and reasonable : but it fortuned so, that the messenger they sent thither died, and not without suspition that the Megarians made him away. Wherfore Charinus made a law presently against the, Megarians : that they should be proclaimed mortall enemies ' to the Athenians for euer, without any hope of after reconciliation. And